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Devolution & Delegation of Services

Most of us are very aware of Central Governments ‘Localism’ agenda currently going through the parliamentary process under the heading of the Localism Bill. Localism actively encourages discussions with the community, including parishes and towns to ask them what services they want, and how they wish to contribute to the cost of these services.
In addition West Somerset Council need to make considerable savings in order to reduce its budgeted expenditure. 
To this end West Somerset Council is currently consulting with towns and parishes with regards the delivery of the Devolution and Delegation strategy adopted in July 2010. West Somerset Council maintain that it is looking to make efficiencies not cuts.
To date Dulverton Town Council members have had one meeting with representatives from West Somerset Council at which the provision of services under review were clarified and details concerning some of the currents costs were divulged.
The scope of services under review which are currently being provided in Dulverton include:
· Grounds Maintenance
· Mechanical Street Cleaning
· Public Conveniences
· Litter & Dog Bins
· Car Parks
Grounds Maintenance:
If the service continues to be provided by W.S.C. it will be reduced massively. The maintenance currently carried out on behalf of Somerset County Council is likely to cease completely. 
If Dulverton Town Council intend to consider taking over the responsibilities currently carried out by West Somerset Council it will need to be determined as to what standard, if any, these sites should be maintained and the anticipated annual cost (labour, machinery and administration) to Dulverton Town Council if these responsibilities are devolved.

Mechanical Street Cleaning:
The service is currently carried out, under contract, by Veolia and will be continue at the statutory level if retained by West Somerset Council. Parishes have been requested to review the streets which are cleaned, consider whether it is necessary to maintain the service and whether it can be prioritized or changed to maximise efficiency and savings.

Litter & Dog Bins:
The service is currently being carried out, under contract, by Veolia. No decision has been made as to whether it will continue when the contract expires in October 2012. It does not have to be provided by law; however, West Somerset Council is obliged to maintain a statutory level of cleanliness. The service is therefore likely to be reduced considerably.
Parishes have been requested to ascertain as to what bins exist, the condition of them and whether they are necessary.

Public Conveniences: 
The facilities are owned by West Somerset Council but managed under contract by Veolia. 
There is no statutory obligation for these facilities to be provided.
Dulverton Town Council has requested a comprehensive breakdown costs in order that it can be determined as to whether devolvement is realistic and sustainable.
Car Parks:
Members of Dulverton Town Council feel very strongly that in the event that the services above are devolved to this level of Government finance has to be in place in order to ensure    its sustainability.
In their view this can be achieved by Dulverton Town Council maintaining management of the Car Parks and retaining the revenue from charges etc. 

The Next Step

Members and staff of Dulverton Town Council are currently in the process of carrying out the tasks as requested. West Somerset Council has requested detailed proposals by the end of September 2011. Unfortunately details concerning costs requested from West Somerset Council have to date not been received. It is unlikely therefore that the deadline will be met.
However members of this Council do consider that in principle devolution and localism is the way forward and every effort will be made to reach a mutually beneficial agreement which will enhance the quality of live for all those who live and visit Dulverton.

If you have any comments please feel free to convey your opinions via this website or by emailing the Clerk @ clerk@dulvertontowncouncil.co.uk
Alternatively, you are welcome to attend a Council meeting, held every second Monday in the month where you will be invited to comment on any issue prior to the commencement of the meeting.
