DRAFT                                                                                                                                                                  

Minutes of the Meeting of the Legal & Finance Committee held on 3rd January 2012 at 4.00pm in the Council Office, Lady Street, Dulverton.

Present: Mr Chris Nelder, Mr Rod Coyne, Mrs Chris Dubery, and Mr Keith Ross. Mrs Rawle was also in attendance.

Apologies for absence and acceptance of any reasons offered:  Mr Ian Fleming
Deferment of business for comments by the public:  None

Declarations of Interest:  

Mr Ross with regards his position as District Councillor.

Car Park License Agreement:

Members considered the proposal from W.S.C. that the existing License Agreement is extended for a further year. In the event that CPE is implemented the car parks will be taken back ‘in house’.
RESOLVED: To recommend that the proposals are accepted on the same terms as they were accepted last year. i.e. That this Council will not relinquish its right to challenge the decision to take the car parks back ‘in house’ upon the implementation of C.P.E. Proposed by Mr Coyne, seconded by Mr Ross and carried.
Precept 2011/2012: 
The Clerk presented the budget statement with supporting papers, the details of which were considered by Members.

Members also took into account the following:

· That it is anticipated that revenue from the car parks will be negligible. 

· That current income only just covers this Council’s existing responsibilities.

· The possibility that Town/Parish Councils will be capped with regards future precept increases.
Subsequently it was:

RESOLVED: That this Committee recommends that the precept for the financial year commencing 1st April 2012 is set at £44,308, an increase of £1,498, (3½%). Proposed by Mr Nelder, seconded by Mr  Ross and carried.
Matters to Report:  None
Meeting Closed:  5.15pm
Chairman………………………………………

