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Minutes of the Grounds Committee meeting held on 16th November 2011 at 7.30pm, in the Council Office, Lady Street, Dulverton.

Present:  Councillors: Chairman, Mr Chris Nelder; Mr Bernie How; Mr Ian Fleming; Mrs Christine Dubery and Mr Nick Thwaites. 
Apologies: None
Declarations of Interest: None
Deferment of business for comment by the public.  None
Allotments – Allers View:
Mr Mukhtar Ali (Magna Housing South West) has been requested for a plan of the site.
It was agreed that an Allotment Association Meeting, open to all, would be held on a Saturday morning in January. Mr Cavill will be asked to attend. The event will be advertised by posters displayed locally and fliers, hopefully distributed in conjunction with the December issue of the Parish Magazine.
Maintenance Issues with Regards all Grounds:
Churchyard - The retaining wall is to be repointed next year.

The Parish Lengthsman is to be asked to clear the paths.

Proposals are being considered to create a ‘Place of Reflection’ area.
Sports Field – The collection of refuse continues to be a problem. Various suggestions were proposed which will be piloted over the next few weeks.

However it was agreed that problems exist throughout the town with regards both the recycling and black bin collections. A considerable amount of rubbish has failed to be collected and some confusion has been expressed by members of the public. The Clerk was requested to contact Somerset Waste Partnership and inform them of the situation. A site visit from a representative together with members would be advantageous in order to clarify several issues.
Sports Field Lease: A draft lease is currently being prepared by Councillors How and Ross. The Chairman advised members of a scheme, recommended by the Playing Fields Association, by which any legal costs would be met and a covenant imposed ensuring that the site is only ever used for sports related purposes.
The Clerk was requested to obtain from Risdon Hosegood a copy of the Sports Field Agreement made between W.S.C. and D.T.C. about 15 years ago. 
Cemetery – The paths require cleaning and there are repairs to be carried out regarding the shed. Several shrubs, supplied by the Woodland Trust have been planted.
A memorial request was considered by members. It was agreed that a limit with regards the width of memorials was required to be set at 30 inches in order to ensure the ease of grass cutting. The Clerk was requested to ensure that the choice of stone, specifically the colour, would be considered in keeping with the surroundings.
Barnsclose – In response to several acts of vandalism the two tables have been staked and bolted to the ground.
Members were informed of the problems regarding the pedestrian gateway to the site which is extremely muddy, and were requested to consider creating a concrete entrance.

RESOLVED: To accept the quote from Adams & Ellicott Ltd. to concrete the pedestrian gateway. Proposed by Mr Nelder, seconded by Mr Fleming and carried.
Several holes have appeared in the boundary hedge creating access for dogs etc. to enter the site. Mr How agreed to seek advice as to the most appropriate way to resolve the problem.
Members were informed that Devonshire Homes have created a skate board track.

Recreation Ground: Members commented as to how tidy etc. the site looked. No problems were identified.

Bus Shelter: Incidents of graffiti were reported, however no maintenance work is involved.

Machinery Maintenance: A schedule of machinery maintenance requirements has been requested.

Abbots Way: Several incidences of dog fouling have been reported.
Devolution of Grounds Maintenance Services from W.S.C.:

Members were presented with details of anticipated costs in the event that various services were devolved from W.S.C. to D.T.C., as compiled by Councillor Dubery and the Clerk. Members were requested to consider the information in anticipation of the next meeting when members will be requested to make recommendations concerning amendments and inclusions. 
Matters to Report: None
Date of Next Meeting: To be determined.
Meeting Closed:  9.45pm
Chairman………………………………

