DRAFT
Minutes of the Meeting of Dulverton Town Council held on Monday 9th January 2012, in the Town Hall, Fore Street Dulverton, commencing at 7.30pm.

Present: Mayor: Mr Chris Nelder; Councillors: Mr Rod Coyne; Mrs Chris Dubery; Mr Bernie How; Mrs Margaret Rawle; Mr Keith Ross (D.T.C. and W.S.C.); Mr Leslie Silverlock; Mr Tony Snell; Mr Nick Thwaites; Mr Bruce Heywood (W.S.C.); and Mrs Frances Nicholson (S.C.C.) , 2 members of the public and 2 Police Officers. 
Apologies: Mr Ian Fleming
Deferment of Business for Comment by the Public:  
Parish Plan: The Chairman invited all present to propose ways in which the issues raised following the results of the public survey with regards the Parish Plan can be pursued. Various suggestions were forthcoming as follows:
· To hold a public meeting.

· To publish and distribute a summary of the results.

· Summarise further salient points.

· Consider the question of funding.

· To schedule a further meeting of the Parish Plan Committee to include a representative from Dulverton Town Council.

· Target the business community for their involvement. 
The Chairman thanked the members of the Parish Plan Committee for attending and their contribution with regards the debate. DTC will consider the issues further having received a report following the proposed meeting of the Parish Plan Committee.
Police Report: P.C. Nick Woods informed members that there had been little reported crime over the Christmas period. 
‘Operation Grasp’ is on-going, an initiative to tackle late night thefts. Various pieces of equipment have been purchased to aid observation.

The Rural Community Watch Scheme, a voluntary initiative involving a mounted section, consists of 22 volunteers to date.

Members were informed that the Constabulary has £3,000 of funding available (Big Society Funding), which has to be allocated by the end of this financial year.

P.C. Woods requested that members identify public areas to be designated ‘no alcohol areas’. He is experiencing problems with regards young people drinking alcohol in public places and does not consider that he has the power to deal effectively with problems which occur as a result.
Following further discussion, Councillor Ross suggested that the issue is discussed further with Mr Peter Hughes (W.S.C.) to ascertain if alternative remedies exist.
Declarations of Interest: 
Councillor Ross with regards his position as a District Councillor.
Mayor’s Comments: None
Minutes of the meetings held on 12th December 2011 as circulated: were approved and signed. Proposed by Mr Coyne, seconded by Mrs Rawle and carried. 

5332 Matters Arising:
Minute 5313: South West Water - Sewage Issues
The Clerk read the letter received from Mr Robert Andrew, (Estate Surveyor, South West Water) in which he requests suggestions concerning access with regards the proposed refurbishment of the sewage treatment works. Having considered the proposals made by Mr Andrew, members made alternative suggestions and subsequently suggested that a site meeting is held involving representatives from South West Water and Dulverton Town Council to consider the matter further. 
Minute 5313: Street Cleaning
Members were informed of the response received from Mr Watts to their concerns raised with regards the standard of street cleaning. 
Members agreed that an approach is made to Veolia suggesting that DTC pursue the recruitment of a local person with regards the position left vacant by Mr Ackland.
Minute 5313 – Action Groups

Councillor Silverlock suggested that a public meeting is held to involve the Action Groups and encompass various issues including the future management of the car parks, participatory budgeting and devolution.
Members agreed that the issues raised in the Parish Plan should be reviewed beforehand. 
Minute 5321: Town Signage – Proposed Survey
It was confirmed that the original survey was completed in 2008. The Chairman suggested that a Committee should be appointed to undertake a further survey. It subsequently transpired that:
· Councillor Ross volunteered to undertake a survey of the condition etc. of highways (S.C.C.) signage.
· Councillor Heywood agreed to ascertain what signage requirements have already been requested from W.S.C. with regards street names etc.

· Councillor How agreed to consult E.N.P.A. with regards pedestrian signage; what is acceptable and affordable?

Future action is to be determined once the information above has been compiled.
5333 Reports from County and District Councillors:
Councillor Keith. Ross. W.S.C.
W.S.C. Vision – Councillor Ross drew members attention to this recently published document, which states how W.S.C. intend to support local communities and initiatives. 
Kemps/Cuthberts Way: It was reported that the pot holes have been filled and the gully jetted.
Councillor Bruce. Heywood W.S.C. 
None 
Councillor Francis Nicholson
Abbots Way:  It was reported that the lights have finally been replaced or refurbished.
Library Service: All services have been reinstated since the Judicial Review, however the service is to be reviewed, an exercise which is likely to result in changes being implemented.
Minehead Citizens Advice Service: It is anticipated that funding will be available as awarded last year.

Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service: Enquiries are to still to be made concerning the transfer of an emergency vehicle to Minehead from Dulverton.
5334 Highways:
S.C.C. Road Closure Policy: A formal policy has yet to be determined.
Chapel Street: The pot hole has been filled.
Manhole Covers: Various cast iron manhole covers which require attention have been reported. 
Leat Wall: Following enquiries made by the Chairman, ownership of various parts of the Leat wall have been confirmed by Mr Darren Norman, Senior Engineering Technician, S.C.C., who is also arranging for necessary maintenance work to be carried out.
Barle Bridge: The repair works to the RTA damaged corner have been carried out.

Hele Bridge: The recent rise in river levels placed local bridges under pressure which resulted in destructive damage not normally apparent, being identified,.
5335 Planning: 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 3rd January 2012 are adopted and approved as part of this meeting. Proposed by Mr How,           seconded by Mrs Rawle and carried.       
5336 Accounts:

            Approval requested for:
         Mr P. Ackland                              Cleaning Bus Shelter                                    £40.00

         Ridlers Ltd.                                   Fuel                                                               £14.35              

         Lynx Copiers                                Monthly Service Charge                               £18.00

         Mr A. Takel                                  Grounds Maintenance                                 £264.00 

         Dulverton P.C.C.                          Churchyard Annual Grass Cutting           £2,291.00

         Mr A. Takel                                  Grounds Maintenance                                 £187.00

         W.S.C.                                          ¼ rly Annual Car Park Rent                     £7,500.00        

         Salaries & Expenses                     December 2011                                        £1,385.60

         Parish Lengthsman                       December 2011 Wage                                £697.66

         Mr Fleming                                  Reimbursement – Litter Picker P/L              £17.26      

RESOLVED:  That the accounts are approved. Proposed by Mr Coyne, seconded by Mr Ross and carried.  

      The Financial Statement was also presented and approved. Proposed by Mrs Rawle, seconded by Mrs Dubery and carried.
      5337 Precept 2012/2013:
      RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Legal & Finance Committee meeting held on 3rd January 2012. Proposed by Mr Silverlock, seconded by Mr How and carried.
      Members considered the recommendation made by the Legal & Finance Committee concerning the setting of the precept for year commencing 1st April 2012. 
      RESOLVED: That the precept for the financial year commencing 1st April 2012 is set at £44,308, an increase of £1,498. Proposed by Mr Silverlock, seconded by Mr                         How and carried.
      5338 Car Parks: 

      Car Parks Agreement: Members considered the recommendation made by the Legal & Finance Committee concerning the proposal from W.S.C. to extend the current agreement for a further 12 months on the same terms as this year.

RESOLVED: That the proposals are accepted on the same terms as they were accepted last year. However this Council will not relinquish its right to challenge the decision to take the car parks back ‘in house’ upon the implementation of C.P.E.

Proposed by Mr Nelder, seconded by Mrs Dubery and carried.

Signage: Following lengthy discussion it was:
RESOLVED: That in the event that the management of the car parks is retained by D.T.C. the existing signage will be replaced as advised and approved by W.S.C.                                                  

Proposed by Mr How, seconded by Mrs Rawle and carried.
5339 Grounds:
Provision of Allotments: Members were reminded that the Allotment Association meeting was due to be held on 14th January 2012 in the Town Hall at 10.00am. The success of this meeting will determine as to whether this Council will pursue the issue.
RESOLVED: That this Council subscribes to the National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners. Proposed by Mr How, seconded by Mr Silverlock and carried.
   5340 Devolution & Delegation: 

Members were reminded of the meeting scheduled for 19th January 2012 at 10.00am with W.S.C.
District Councillors were requested to show their support with regards D.T.C.’s effort to take responsibility for devolved services and the proposals submitted to that effect.

All members are invited to attend. It was agreed that the venue should be changed from the Council Office to the Town Hall.
   5341 Parish Plan:  
No further comment.
     5342 Somerset Fields Association:

RESOLVED:  To renew the subscription at a cost of £10.00. Proposed by Mr How,     seconded by Mrs Dubery and carried.     

5343 Correspondence:

Correspondence noted by members.
S.C.C.  - Local Choice Event: Councillor Silverlock suggested that in his view the event was not worth attending. He intends to submit a written paper in response. Councillor Thwaites however volunteered to represent D.T.C. at the event to be held at Wheddon Cross.
E.N.P.A. Tim Stokes - LEAF Funding Bid: It was agreed that the Chairman, having made further investigations, responds to the request for D.T.C. support of the initiative as he considers appropriate.
5344 Reports from Committees:  None
5345 Reports from Members who have attended any other Meetings: None
5346 Matters to Report:  
Dog Fouling: Incidences of dog fouling are increasing throughout the Town. The Clerk suggested that posters are produced and displayed to encourage not only the use of bins but also the public to report offenders when the offence is witnessed.
Stargazing Event: Members commented on the efforts of local businesses to embrace and advertise the forthcoming event.
5347 Date of next Meeting:  Monday 13th February 2012
5348 Meeting Closed:               10.30 pm
Chairman …………………………………………….
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