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Minutes of the Car Park Committee Meeting held on the 25th October 2011 at 4.30pm in the Council Office, Lady Street.

Present: Mrs Margaret Rawle (Chairman); Councillors, Mr Rod Coyne; Mrs Chris Dubery; Mr Chris Nelder and Mr Tony Snell.  
Apologies:  None
Deferment of business for comment by the public.  None
Declarations of Interests:  

Mrs Dubery with regards Item 5

Car Parking Charges as from 1st March 2012:
Members were presented with the car parks accounts providing details of revenue to date, anticipated income and expenditure, and an anticipated cost comparison.
It was agreed that in comparison the revenue for this season to date is less than last year and that there would be no reason to consider that it might improve between now and the end of the season. As anticipated profit, if any, will be very low.
In consideration of the fact that W.S.C. have given no indication as to the future management of the car parks as from 1st March 2012,  and the fluidity of the situation as experienced this time last year particularly with regards the rent imposed, it was agreed that the current charges should be retained for the forthcoming season. 

RESOLVED: That members recommend that in the event that the management of the car parks is retained, the following charges, to be implemented from 1st March 2012 are to be submitted for consideration at the next W.S.C. Cabinet meeting. 
· 1 hour                                70p

· 2 hours                           1 .20p

· 4 hours                           2.20p

· 10 hours/ all day            4.50p

· weekly                         20.00p

· Annual permit              75.00p

· 6 month permit             40.00p

· Permit exchange            3.00p                                                            

· Excess charge              50.00p                                                    
                                          (30.00 if paid within 7 days)          
Proposed by Mrs Rawle, seconded by Mr Coyne and carried.
P.O. Rent of Spaces: 
Current rent of 4 spaces as follows:

Excluding VAT                                £1,333.34
                  VAT                                   £266.66
                                                        ----------------

Amount payable            =                  £1,600.00 
In consideration of the circumstances above members considered that the rent imposed should remain the same for the forthcoming season.

Car Park Supervisors Contract & Salary as from 1st March 2012:
In consideration of the current economic climate, the pay freeze imposed on all other staff this year and the uncertain future concerning the management of the car parks it was:

RESOLVED: That the hourly rate offered would remain the same for next season. That if D.T.C. retain the management of the car parks the existing contract would be renewed. Proposed by Mrs Rawle, seconded by Mr Nelder and carried. 
Any Other Urgent Matters:  
Wessex Water: Members commented that Wessex Water had been using for the past week 3 car parking spaces in Exmoor House Car Park. The Clerk confirmed that no approach had been made with regards permission or payment.    It was agreed that the Clerk should make enquiries and that a charge be imposed at the weekly rate for each space. i.e. £60.00 per week.
Salt Bins: Mrs Rawle agreed to clarify with Mr Mike Lewis (Car Parks Officer, W.S.C.) the situation with regards the filling of the salt bins situated in the car parks in anticipation of freezing weather. 

VAT Recovery: The Clerk informed members that due to the fact that VAT is not payable on excess charges, a total of £2,316.01 is recoverable from H.M. Revenue & Customs as from April 2012.
Exmoor House Car Park: Members pointed out the hazards posed to pedestrians when negotiating the steps, caused by the fall of leaves etc. The Parish Lengthsman is to be requested to carry out a regular sweep.

Devolution & Delegation: Members agreed with the proposal to generate an exhaustive list of activities that DTC is prepared to take on, including their associated costs, to use in future negotiations with W.S.C. involving the future management/ownership of the car parks. Mrs Dubery agreed to assist the Clerk in this task. 

Meeting closed:   5.50pm
Chairman:……………………………

